Course Brainstorm
	Course Title
	Introduction to Art History

	Corse Description
	This course is designed to give students a basic understanding of the principles of visual art as well as an overview of the history of art. It will cover formal elements of visual art and highlights of art history.

This is a required course for many visual art degrees, and students in other programs may take this course to fulfill an art requirement.

· Basic, introductory course

· 3-credit course (per week, expect 3 hours in class and approximately 9 hours of studying out of class; 16-week semester)


	Major Take-aways (Competencies)
	1. Foundations of Visual Art: The student formally analyzes works of visual art according to color, light, line and shape, and texture, space, and motion.
2. Defining Features of Historical Periods: The student identifies the defining features of works of visual art in specific periods of art history.


	Standards
	

	Audience
	· Senior in high school or freshman in college

· Some students may have previously taken an art appreciation course



	Level of Mastery
	Students who pass this course should be able to complete a formal analysis of works of art (e.g., they demonstrate a clear understanding of the various concepts that are foundations of visual art; this should NOT include an analysis of meaning). Analysis should include discussion of the following elements:

· Color

· Shape

· Texture

Students should memorize and recall important facts about art history:

· Characteristics of artwork in specific periods of art history

· Important artists in various periods of art history

· Important works of art in various periods of art history



	Assessment
	Formative comprehension checks (quizzes and informal discussion)

Group project that will be evaluated

Individual paper (formal analysis of artwork)

Final exam that includes multiple-choice and short-answer questions related to the art periods (include images and examples of artwork)



	Interactivity 
	What are the best ways for students to interact with the content, with their fellow students, and with the instructor in this course?

Content:

· Using online resources that include text, video, audio, images, etc.

· It is very important in this course for students to be exposed to many, varied examples of visual art.

· Quizes

Students:

· Participate in online discussions

· Come to class for in-class discussions and Q&A

Instructor:

· Come to class for Q&A

· Email

· Lecture only as needed (based on student feedback and questions)

· In-class quizes


	Competency 1: Foundations of Visual Art
	Description: The student formally analyzes works of visual art according to color, light, line and shape, and texture, space, and motion.


	Objectives
	1. Describe the use of color in a given work of art.

a. Primary

b. Secondary

c. Tertiary
2. Describe the use of light in a given work of art.

a. Chiaroscuro

b. Tenebrism

3. Describe the use of line and shape in a given work of art.

a. Geometric

b. Organic
4. Describe the use of texture in a given work of art.
a. Actual/tactile texture 

b. Simulated/visual texture

c. Subversive texture
5. Describe the use of space in a given work of art.
6. Describe the use of motion in a given work of art.

a. Kinetic art

b. Implied motion


	Interactivity
	

	Scenarios/Case Examples
	

	Resources
	

	Competency 2: Defining Features of Historical Periods
	Description: The student identifies the defining features of works of visual art in specific periods of art history.


	Objectives
	1. Distinguish art from significant ancient civilizations.

a. Mesopotamian

b. Sumerian

c. Egyptian

d. Minoan

e. Mycenaean

2. Identify the characteristics of the significant periods of Greek and Roman art.

a. Greek

i. Geometric

ii. Archaic

iii. Classical (subdivided)

iv. Hellenistic

b. Roman

i. Republic

ii. Empire

3. Identify the defining features of Medieval art.

a. Religious themes

b. Flat, two-dimensional (no sense of depth)

4. Identify the defining features of Renaissance art.

a. Balanced composition

b. Use of mathematical proportions

c. Triangular shapes

d. Perspective

5. Identify the defining features of Baroque art.

a. Use of diagonal lines

b. Emotional themes

6. Identify the defining features of Neoclassical art.

a. Renaissance throwback 

b. Order

c. Emphasis on classical history

d. Focus on planar recession

7. Identify the defining features of Romantic art.

a. Baroque throwback

b. Diagonals

c. Emotional

8. Distinguish between the significant movements in 19th century art.

a. Realism

b. Impressionism

c. Post-Impressionism

d. Hudson River School (American)

9. Distinguish between the significant movements in 20th century art.

a. Fauvism

b. Dada

c. Abstract Expressionism

d. Surrealism

i. Cubism


	Interactivity
	

	Scenarios/Case Examples
	

	Resources
	


